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From the Editor

In this APSSR edition, I shall express my views around the following conclusions offered
by some of our Research Articles:

1. The central government of India would be better off in achieving its policy goals if it
engages in more collaborative interactions, by Sharma (2015), Reimagining federalism
in India: Exploring the frontiers of collaborative federal architecture, pp.1-25;

2. Only a third of the publications in chemical engineering, education, literature,
mathematics, political science, and psychology in the Philippines, were written by women,
by Reyes and Reyes (2015), Exploring publication productivity in the Philippines: A
10-year gendered analysis of six academic disciplines, pp. 26-45;

3. Almost a fourth of the 2,450 university students interviewed had thought about suicide,
albeit the severity level of their suicidal thoughts was low, by Sta Maria, Lee, Estanislao,
Rodriguez, Wang, and Liu (2015), A multivariate analysis of suicide ideation among
university students in the Philippines, pp. 46-62; and,

4. Personal autonomy and economic efficiency are defective grounds for creating a public
policy in support of the commodification of human kidneys, by Boongaling (2015), The
case against a free market for human organs in the Philippines, pp. 63-77.

Though the conclusions are country-specific, these resonate well with the experiences of the
citizens of other countries throughout the Asia-Pacific region. People are resisting the traditional
top-down approach of national governance in favor of collaborative engagements (Thailand
and Myanmar); governments are being called upon to further engender the empowerment of
women (India, Indonesia, and Nepal); burgeoning numbers of young people are committing
suicide (Japan and South Korea); and the commodification of human organs, such as kidneys,
is a flourishing enterprise (Nepal, China, and Bangladesh).

Collaboration is a key factor to effective governance because the ideas and sentiments of the
general public are essential rather than external to the process. In collaborative engagements,
there is inter-subjectivity, or inherent bond, between and among stakeholders. While the
trajectory of the decision-making involved may be uncertain at times, the challenges to
collaboration are a given, and thus accepted as part of governance. Collaboration is tedious to
non-believers, but glorious to its adherents. Certainly, India with its highly educated citizenry
stands to benefit more with a collaborative federal government.

Women all over the region are being encouraged and/or supported to be more productive,
in largely economic terms, which means having an income source of their own. Through the
decades, however, only 59% of the economic gap has been closed. According to a status report
of women’s leadership position in Asia, amidst improvements in their education, health, and
employment, women are lagging behind their male counterparts overall. In the academe, the
productivity level among women in terms of their publication outputs is low. This should not
be taken to mean that women are less capable (research has confirmed this as mythical rather
than empirical). In fact, they do have the capacity to publish more. However, their learned



engagements in nurturing others (e.g., their communities, family, students, and academic departments),
which are also indicators of productivity, may be too difficult for women to leave behind for something
as extrinsic an activity as publishing. What I am saying is that even when women are not churning
out as many published outputs as their male counterparts (or they are not employed or not going to
school), they are doing something great in the academe—as nurturers. Most universities and academic
departments thrive beautifully, precisely because of women’s nurturance traits revolving around the
ways they interact, collaborate, and connect. With these alone, the region should be in great hands!

When young people throughout Asia-Pacific who have so much to live for commit suicide, it
should be very troubling for all of us. Signs and symptoms of having a suicide predisposition are
not necessarily detectable, so research has to be a continual source of relevant empirical information.
Identifying the prevalence of suicide ideation is a critical move towards suicide prevention. If the
number of young people holding suicide thoughts and the severity level of these thoughts are known,
then appropriate interventions can be done. One of the most critical dimensions to examine vis-a-vis
suicide is young people’s social capital (i.e., social networks, relationships, and interactions). Social
capital is not just about the presence or absence of a relationship but also about relationship quality.
Unfortunately, suicide prevention programs at educational institutions throughout the region are
wanting. Researchers should use their findings as information tools to advocate for these programs.

The trading of human organs deeply saddens me because it is indicative of our loss of respect for
the sanctity of our human body, but most importantly, of the failure of political governance that has
given rise to massive structural poverty. Either from the angle of personal autonomy (“it is my body
after all”’) or economic imperative (“i need it to buy food or medicine”), there is no justification for the
commodification of organs from living persons. The phenomenon is widespread from north (China)
to south (Indonesia) and from east (India) to west (Philippines); this broad prevalence is exactly
what is being used to push for the legitimization of organ trading. The move should be towards the
opposite—Ilet us form a policy that will stop the practice. The deep-seated issue here is abject poverty,
which governments in the region can readily address with political will.

The Research Briefs are offering interesting and relatable perspectives. Let me cite some of
them. Francisco, Lagdameo, Rivera, and Sayoc are presenting data on gift-giving, which reminds
me, touchingly, of our generous spirits. Ynalvez updates us about a way of looking at development
in the purview of the globalizing world and the Internet. Indeed, Ynalvez is telling us, somewhat,
that perspectives should be pliable to integrate the lifestyle of the times. Panikarova highlights the
low levels of economic improvement and quality of life of one indigenous group in Russia, and calls
for appropriate government intervention. These findings are resonating well with many of us in the
region, given that we have numerous indigenous peoples as well suffering from poverty. Veloso’s
book review on Mindanao, much of it is politically troubled, dabbles into the burning issues of the
day—government incompetence, corruption, and peace-niks, among others. Whatever is learned
about Mindanao is a vital lesson for other countries in the region.

If you have research-based stories to tell, it will be my pleasure to receive your manuscripts.

Romeo B. Lee
Editor
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